; environment & tourism

Depariment: .
Exvitantantal Aalra and Taursm .
REPUBLID OF JOUTH AFRICA

Privats Bag X447, Fraiorly, 0001 + Fedotva Bullding. 315 fsre!ofiussmeg Prokosy, 0002, Tolr (827 12 310 3011 Fax: (427 12) 322 2302

Ref, 1212/20/740
Enquitiaa: | Grobbelaar
Tal: (012) 310-3087 Pax: {012} 320-7539 ¢-mall: LGrobbelaar@deat gov.2za

Attention: Ms Mamokete Mafume,
Eskom Transmission

PO Box 1081

Johannesburg

2000

Tel: 011-800-2621
Fax: 011-800-3917

Dear Ma Mafymo '

RECORD OF DECISION FOR THE PROPOSED G’!ARONAAR!EQ 400kv TRAHSMISSIGN
" POWER LINE AND UPGRADE OF THE EXISTING GARONA SUBSTATION, NORTHERN CAPE

PROVINCE

Your application for auﬁmr?zaﬂén, In tenms of section 22 of the Environment Canservation Act,
1989 (Act No. 73 of 1989) In respect of an aclivity identified in terms of section 21 of the sald Act,
regarding the above matfer refers.

By virtue of the power delegated to ma In terms of section 33(1) of the Emtlronmeni Conservation
Act, 1889 (Act No. 73 of 1989} | hereby, In terms of section 22(3) of the Act, authorize'

@ The construgtion and opération of a-400kV transmission power line of apﬁroxlmately
185k length between the Aries and Garona substations, within the Ndrthem Cape

Province,
b} The upgrade of the existing Garona suhstaticn.

Enclosed pleass find the remrd of declsion and the condilions under which your application fs
authorized, .

Please note that the Record of Decisien (ROD) dated the 27 of March 2007 Is hereby withdrawn
and replaced with this ROD, ,
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Ap;;eals must comply with the provisions of regulation 11 of the Environmenial Impact Aesessment
regulations, (Government Notice No. R, 1183 of § September 1997), whith reads ag follows:

{1)  An appaal lo the Minlster or the provincial authorfly under seciion 36(3) of the act must be
dane In wiiting within 30 days from the date on which the record of decislon wes issued fo
the appticant tn terms of regulation 10{1);

{2) An appsal must set out all the facls as well a5 the grounds of appeal, and must be
accompanied by all relevant ducuments or coples of them, which are certified as frue by &
zommigsioner of oaths,

(3  An appeal questionnalre may be used in the lodging of &n appeal. it I3 ablainable from tha

departmant's offices at tel, (312) 310 3590 or e-mall: cveeden@deat.qov.za.

Yours sinceraly

Ms ako

Director — Goneral .

Department of Environmantal Affairs and, Tourism

| atter signed by: Ms. L. Molefe

Designation: Diractor; Envlrenmental impact Evaluation
Date: Qe | © |29 ki
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REGORD OF DECISION

RECORD OF DECISION FOR PROJEGT REFERENCE 12/12/20/740, THE PROPOSED GARONA-ARJES
400KV TRANSMISSION POWER LINE AND UPGRADE OF THE EXISTING GARQONA SUBETATION,
NORTHERN GAPE PROVINCE :

By virtua of the power delegated by the Minister in terms of section 33(1) Environment Conservation Act, éACt 73
of 1988) (“the Act), | herehy, in terms of section 22(3) of the Act, authorlse Eskom Transmission lo undertake
the activity specified/ detailed below subject to the Indlcated conditions as stipulsted in Section 7 of this record of
decislon, '

1, DESCRIPTION OF ACTMITY!

The proposed activities will include the foliowing: :

a) The construction and operation of a 400KV transmission pawer line of approximately 155km length between
the Aries and Garona substations, wihin the Nerthern Cape Pravinge. -

B) The upgrade of the exsling Garona substaion which Involves the extension of the substation by
approximately 182m towards the north east and 88m to the north west, from the eastern corner of the existing
substation site, .

The project falls within the ambit of regulations 1(a) of Govemnment Notice No. R.1182 of 5 Bepternber 1997, (as
amended) promutgated under sacions 21, 26 and 28 of the Act, )

¥
¢

2. LOCATION:
44  Garona-Aries 400KV power line ;
Province ' : Northern Cape
Magisterial District E Siyanda District Municipality :
Extant of Development : Approximately 155km in length ‘
22  Barona Substation '
Frovinca : Northern Cape
Magisterial District ; Siyanda Disfrict Municipality .
Bxtant of Devalopment : Approximately 182m north-east & 88m north-wast from the
eastorn corner of the substation site :
Cowordinates : 280 44' 20.0° S (lat); 21° 59' 44.998°E (long)
3, APPLICANT: :
Eskom Yransmizslon ‘
PQ Box 1091 ;
Johannesburg :
2000 )
A
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Contast person: Mamokete Mafuimo

Tel: 011-800-2621

Fax: 011-800-3917

E-mall; Mamokele.mafumo@eskom.co.za

4, CONSULTANT:
Tswelopele Environmental (Pty) Ltd
P © Box 2083
Finegowrle }
2123 '

Contact person: Brian Whitfield
Tel  011-789-7170

Fax:  014-787-30589
E-mall: bian@eims.co.za

5 SITE VISITS:
DATE PERSONS PRESENT v
31 July-1 August 2006 a) K. Samie (Depariment: Environmental Affalrs and Tourism)
b) M. Mafumo (Eskom) '
o) W. Henning (Eskom) .
d) B. Whitfield {Tswelopale Environmental)

'
N

6. KEY FACTORS INFORMING THE DECISION:

64 Inreaching its declslon In respect of the application, the Department has, /nfer ali , taken the following
Information into consideration: .

DOGCUMENT COMPILED BY DATE

¢

a) Scoping Report Tawslopele Enviconmental May 2005

h) Comments on Scoping Report Departmant of Tourism, Environment and 14 June 2006
Conhsarvation :

¢) Response to comments Tawelopsle Environmental 12 September 2000

d) Envionmental Impact Report (EIR)  Tswelopele Environmental Dacember 2006

g} CommenisonEIR Department of Tourism, Environiment and U? February 2007
Congervation :

f) Additional information Eskom 8dune 2007

62  Inreviewing this Infurnation, the Department made the following findings:
624 The requirements of section 24(4) of the National Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2004

{Act No, 8 of 2004) hava been met, ‘
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822 Theo propased development of tha 400KV powerline from Garona substaffon lo Aries substation k&
required to meet customer load demands In the Cape load cenlres, :

623 The extension and/or upgrade to the Garona substation is required In order to accoriinodate the Garona-
Aries 400kV powsrline infrasiructure, N

6.24 The central section of the line represents the common route alignmant, as no alternatives to this section
have been [dentified, However, five {5) allemative powerling alignments were conslderad in the northern
and southern sections of the powerfine routs, namely; ‘

g) Allemative 1A: located in the north-gastern section of the study area and travels around the north-
westem section of Neus se Berg In order to mitigate the Impact of tha fransmission line on the Thuru
Game Lodge, This altemnative traverses 1.2km of the Gordonla Lower Garlep Broken Veld, which is
olassified as having a high sensitivity, but the Impacts can ba mitigated to ac¢eptable levels,

b) Alternative 1B: also located In the north-east section of the study area, but frayels south-east to lie
within closa proximity to the existing Spoornet raitway lne. It Is envisaged thaf the existing senvice
road will be shared between Spoomet and Eskom. This alfemative nins adjacent to the boundary of
the Thury Game Lodge who have oblected to this altemative. ,

¢) Altemnative 2A: located In the south-western secllon of the study area. This altensfive travals
wastwards and then south towards the Aries substation in order fo divert the transmission Iine
through more undulating plains in order to bypass racky hills such as the ‘Assvoelkop® and ‘Driekop
se Poort” rges. This alternative passes through & sparsely populated area with litfle environmentai
sensitivity. Farm owners In this area indicated that the point where alternatives 2A and 2B cross the
non-perennial Herbeeesriver was unwise, as floods could burst the banks of the rver to over 1km
wide which could result In pylons structures occuning within the floodwaters, which may cause
damage to the transmission poweriine, X

d) Atternative 2B: located In the south-western section of the study ares, but treivels further south of
altemative 2A in a south westerly diretion fo Arlea substation In order to keep he transmission line
close fo existing infrastructure such as the existing Spoomat rellway lins. Thisialignment proposes
sharing of the excavated pass of the railway line through the mountalnous area. /

g) Alfealive 2C: located In the south-wester section of tha study area, but travels In & southerly
direction with respect to as the ‘Aasvoelkep® and 'Driskep se Poort” ranges, just north of a quiver tree
forest scenlo area and the town of Kenhart, hefore proceeding to the Arles substation,

625 The Enviranmetital impact Report, dated December 2006, prepared by Tswelopela Environmental, daes
rot make any recommendations as to which alternatives should be authorised, however, a comparative
analysis of specialist findings and the additonal Information received suggested that altemative 1A and
2C are the routes with the least elgnifioant Impact on the recelving enviconment. -

628 The public paricipation process was underizken by Tswalopele Environmental. On evaluation, X Is
hereby established that the consultant has satisfled the minimum requirements as prescribed in the EIA
requlations.

627 Objections lo altemative alignment 18 were recelved from four farm owners, Including owners of the
Thur Lodge, and a pliot, which was based on visuat Intrusion, loss of fourism based Income revenue and
potentlal colfislon of hellcapters with the transmission Iine during game management activites. Two of
the objectors Mr-Kotze and Mr Fourle are willing to allow the line to be routad along Alternative 1A which
will stll Impact on thelr farms However this routing would drastically reduce the percelvad negative impact
on thelr properties. .

628 Based on the above, the Department's conclusion is that this development, a8 authorised according fo
the provisions and conditions stipulated In Section 7 of this record of decislon, wili ngt lead to substantial
detrimental Impact on the environment, that patential negative impaots resuiting fram this development
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can be miligated lo acceptable levels and that the principles of section 2 of Nétlonal Environmental
Management Act (Act no. 107 of 1998) can be upheld, :

8.3  The Depariment has accordingly declded o grant Eskom Tranamission aufhérisaﬂnn in ®erms of
regulations under Government Notice No, R. 1183 (as amendad) promulgated undér section 22, 26 and
28 of the Environment Conservation Act SAct 73 of 1988), subect to tha condltions and provisions
stipulated in Secfion 7 of this record of detislon, :

7. CONDITIONS :

L

71  DESCRIPTION AND EXTENT OF THE ACTIVITY

The authorigation applles In respect of the Garona-Ares 400kV powerline and?the upgrade andfor
expansion of the existing Garona substation, as dascribed furthes' in Section 1 of this record of dacision

(ROD). ;

1.2 SPECIFIC CONDITIONS !

7.21 The route of the Garona-Atles 400kV overhead power lines shall comply with thd route which follows
and/or Incorporates altamatives 1A and 2C as contalned In the map of the study area included In
Appendix 2 of the Envionmental Impact Report dated December 2008, prepared by Tswelopels
Environmental. -

7.22 Where the transmisslon fina crosses the Harthess River and associated dralnage linas and/or flood
plaing, the applicant Is responsible for instifuting the appropriate mitigation measures during the
construction and operational phases In order lo ensure that damage to the snvironment and the
trangmigslon fing and Infrastructurs s avolded, X

7.23 The gpplicant must ensure thati ‘ b
a) the spans between the towers must be Incteased to the maximum necessary t5 mest technical and

safety requirements, in order to limit the Impact on sensitive vegetation areas. s‘

b) sections of the powerllne crossing or traversing adjacent to any dams and opan water courses dre
marked with bird flappers on the earth wires, N

o) ell sections of the power ling crossing the Orange and Haribees Rivers, as well drainage lines and .
other bird sensilive areas as determined by the Endangered Wildiife Trust, are marked with bird
flappers on the earth wires, ,

d) apart from tha river and drainaga line crossings, but whers the powartine rung parallel to rivering,
riparian and wetland areas, powering design should be in accordance fo the requirement of the
Water Aet. [

8) the presence of red data fioral species and other sansitive vegetation are identifid and/or verified by
a suitably qualified speclalist, The areas occlipled by these species and vegetafion must be avolded
=t gl fimes, and portons of the proposed line affecting these areas must be re-ajigned {o avold these
sensitive areas, .

{) a detalled assessment of the ecology and heritage nature of the pylon positons to be undertaken
priot to construction to ensurs thal no sensitive features are impactad on. $ '

) mitigation measures for affected sensitive areas, inclusive of bird mitigation measures, are applied
equally to existing lines, especially in araas or sections whers the proposed powerlines run adjacent
and/ar In proximity to existing powerfins, In order to minimise cumulative adverse Impacts.

]

¥
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h) exising indigenous vegetation, particularly Intact natural habltats, including rare and threatened plant

species along the power line alignment are preserved. . :

) wetland areas, riverine vegetation and other environmentally sensitive areas ari sultably and visibly
demarcated and cordoned off using red and while barrier tape to restrict véhicle accass during
construction. ‘ :

) excluded areas from development Including important stands of vegetation, partiswlarly Indigenous
forest and/or grassland are protected by temporary fencing (during construetion) and limitations on
acoess for vehioles, machinery and materials storage, «

7.24 Marking of the powariina should be according fo the technical specifications confained in the chapter
entitied “Specifications for Bird Flight Diverters Installation on @ Transmission Line", as contained In the
Bird Impact Assessment Study dated June 2008, prepared by the Endangered Wildiife Trust, as
contelned in Appendix 4 of the Environmental impact Repor, dated Dacember. 2006, prepared by
Tswelopele Environmentel, :

725 The applicant Is responsible for the ongaing monitoring of the powerling along sensitive areas (fiver
crossings, riparian areas and other sensitive areas as detenmined by the Endangered Wildiife Trust) for
inciderts of bird collislans and electrocutions, The applicant must submit these monftoring reports to this
Department every six months, during te operation of the powerline, for @ period of two years, if no
incldents are recorded during that time, the mitigation measures implemented to prevent animal
interactions will be deemed effective. No further reporting will be required. '

726 The applicant must minimize habitet destruction and disturbance during all constiuction, maintenance
and decommissioning activities, Vegetation must only be removed a9 required for construction and
operaflon for the line. No activities are allowed to take place along the river banks, [DWAF permits must
be obtained for these Individual plants befora they are removed. .

707  Construction wark must ba confined to the construction site(s) and Intarferencs with indlganous plant and
animal spacles, particularly rare and threatened specles and thelr habitats ls prohibited, ‘

798 Al construction camps, sites and equipment storage areas must be establishad on existing bullt-
upfdeveloped areas. [t Is strctly forbldden for construction camps/sites and equipment storage areas to
ho allowed or established on of In areas of high ecological and archaeological sensitivity,

728  No construction and development activities are permitted in wetland areas. ;

7240 The applicant is responsibie for the preparation of an Environmental Managemeyt Plan (EMP), and
submission lo this Depariment for approval before the commencement of the activify. Construction may
not commience prior to the approval of the EMP. :

7211 The EMP muat include (but is not Umited fo) ¢ ;
a) detalls of the person who prepared the EMP
b) the expertise of that person ta prepare an EMP

¢) abird impact miigation program )
d) @ rehabilitation program for arees disturbed during construction :
a) n allen vagatation removal and conirol program :
f) atemporary (dusing construction) and permanent erosion control program. f
g) amitigation and managament program for gnvironmentally sensitive areas lnclus[ya of fiver, dralnage

[ne and flood plain crossings. F
h) an identification of the persong who will b responsible for the Implementation of measures
contemplated in the EMP ;
) time periods and frequencies (where appropriate) within which the measures contemplated in the
. EMP must be Implemented, :
) proposed mechanisms for manitoring compliance with the conditions of authorisation and the EMP
and reporting thereon. :
RECOR OF DECISION Pogo 5 of 8 ;
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7.242 Compliance with other legisiation ;
a) Archacologieal remalns, artificlal features and structures older than 60 years are protested by the
National Herttage Resources Act, 1999 (Act No. 26 of 1998). Sheuld any cultiral, historical and/or
archaeological remains be uncovered during excavation and/or during the coursa of developmental
activities, &l work must cease immediately and the applicant must noflfy the Seuth African Heritage
Resl('aurce Agency accordingly. Thelr recommendations In this regard must ba adhered to by the
applicant, '
b) The Appllcant must comply with the National Water Act, 1998 (Act 36 of 1998).
c) The Applicant must comply with the Natlonal Forests Act, 1998 (Act No.84 of 1948)

7.3 GENERAL CONDITIONS

734  This authorisation Is granted only [n ferms of section 22 of the Environment Conservation Act, 73 of 1989,
and does not exempt the holder thereof from complianca with any other lagislation Including any
jegislation administered by the relevant local authorities. -

792 This authorisation refers only fo the activily as specified and described in Section 1 of this record of
decision. Any other activity listed under seclions 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Managemant
Act, 1998 {Act No. 107 of 1998), which Is not specified abova, Is not covered by s authorisation, and
inust therefore comply with the requirements of the National Environmantal Managément Act, 1998 (Act
No. 107 of 1998), Govemment Natica No, R. 385 of 21 April 2006. I -

733 The applicant s responsible for compllance with the provisions for Dty of Careand Remediation of
Damage In accordancs with Section 28 of the National Environmental Management Act, Act 107 of 1808

734 The applicant must, within 7 (seven) calendar days of recelpt of this record of declsion Inform 2l
Interested and affected parties of the following: P

[ That an authorsation with condifons has been lssued to the applicant fo proteed with the
construction and operation of tha activity. . .
fj That any appeals against the issuing of the autherisation must be lodged. with the Minister of
~ " Environmental Aftalrs and Tourlsm within 30 (thirty) days from the dabe on gehich this ROD has
been Issued to the applicant at the address stipulated in this ROD. :
fijy Thetan appeal questionnalre may be used in the lodging of an appes!, It Is obiainable from the
Department’s offices at tel. (012) 310 3580 or e-mall: cyeeden@deat. av.za.
h) That an appes! must Include the data on which the ROD was Issued fo the applicant i terms of
regulation 10(1) and the date by which appeals must reach the Minister.

745 Failure to Inform Interested and affacted parties within the stipulated time period will be regarded as a
breach of the ROD conditions'and will be dealt with in accordance with ali applicable legal mechanlsme,

736 One week's witten notice must be given to this Department before commencerent of construction
activities. Such notice shall make clear refetence to the slie focation details and referenca number given
above, !

737 The applicant shall be responsible for ensuring compliance with ihe conditions contdlned in this ROD by
any person acting on his behalf, including but not limited to, an agent, servant, ?r employae or any
person rendaring' a senvice to the applicant In respect of the activity, includingy but not limited o,
contractors and consultants. :

73.8 The applicant must nofify the Department In writing, within 24 (twenty four) hours If any condition of this
authorisation cannot, of Is not, adhered to, The notification must be supplamented u‘ﬁth reasons for non-

gompliance.

.
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7.39 * The applleant must ensure that the conditlons of this authorisation are brought t9 the attention of the
developer(s), contractor(s), sub-contractor(s), operators and/or ofher relevaht management or
implementing body or agency. ;

7.3.10 Nolwithstanding clause 7.3.9 above, a copy of the authorisation, ROD and the EMP shall be available on
site during construction and all staff, contratiors and sub-contractors shall be familiar with, or be made
aware of, the contents of this authorisation, ROD &nd the EMP, '

7341 Compliancemon-compliance records must be kept and shall be made available on request from the
authoritiss within five days of recelpt of the request. '

7.3.12 Any changes fo, or deviations from, the project description et out In this lefter must be approved, in
writing, by the Department before such changes or deviations may be effected. In sing whather fo
grant such approval or nat, the Depariment may request such information as it deems necassary to
ovaluate thé significance and impacts of such changes or deviations. ;

7.3.13 This Department may on own initlative amand this authorisation where necessary ¢r desirable, In terms
of Chapter 4, Part 2 of Govemment Notice No. 385 of 21 April 2008,

7.3.14 In the event of any dispute concerning the significance of & parlicufar impact; the opinion of the
Department of Environmental Affalrs and Tourism (DEAT) In respect of its significancie will prevall,

7.3.15 The applicant may at any time apply to the Department for the amendmient of this-guthorisation In terms
of Chapter 4, Part 1 of Guvernment Notice No, R385 of 21 April 2006. 4

7.3.18 Where any of the applicant's contact defalls change, Including the name of the respansibla person, the
physical or postal address and/or telephanie detalls, the applicant must notify the Lepartment within 10
days from when the new detalls become known to the applicant.

7.3.17 National govemment, provinclal govemment, local authorities or committees appointed in terms of the
conditions of this application or any other public authority or authorisation shall not;be held responsible
for any damages or losses suffered by the applicant o his successor In fitle inany instance where
construction, or operation subsequent t construction, Is tempararily or permanently;slopped for reasons
of non-complianoa by the applieant with the conditions'of authorisation, as sef outin this document or any
other subsequent docurment emanating from these conditions of authorisation. :

7,318 I any condition imposad In terms of this authotisation Is not complied with, the autherisation may be
withdrawn in terms of Chapter 4, Part 3 of Geverniment Notica No. 385 of 21 April 2086,

7.3.19 The applicant shall be responsible for all necessary costs incumed s a result of compliance with these
conditions, unless otherwise specified. ¢

7.3.20 Any complaint from the public during construction must be acknowledged within 45 howrs and action
must be taken to address the complalnt to the satisfaction of the parties concemed. A gomplaints
register must be kept up to date and should be produced upon requast, :

7.3.21 Departmental officlals shall be given access to the construction areas for the purposa, of assessing andfor
monitoring compliance with the conditions contained In this document at all mes, {

73.22 Al suldoor advertising asseclated with this activity, whether on or off the propety concemed, must
comply with the South African Manual for Outdoor Advertising Contro! (SAMO Ci available from this
Departmant. '

4

74  DURATION OF AUTHORISATION : 4
ff the activity authorised by this letter doss not commence within 48 months from the dals of signature of
this letter, this authorisation will be deemed fo have [apsed and will no longer be valld, The applicant wil

by

need to reapply In terms of the-applicable leglslation or any amendments thereto.

1
-
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SEQUENCES OF NON-COMPLIANGE

)
‘The applicant must comply with the conditions set out in this record of declsion. Fallure to comply with
any of the above condifions may result In, /nfer afla, the Depariment withdrawlhg the authorisation,
Issuing dlrectives to addresa the non-tompliance — including an order to cease the activity - as well as
instifuting criminal andlor clvil proceedings to enfores compliance. '

APPEALS )

Appeals In respact of this decialon must be lodged with the Minister of Envfronmenté} Affalrs and Tourism

within 30 (thirly) days of the date of this declslon. Appeals can be submitted utiiising one of the fallowing

methods: ]

By facsimile;  (012) 322 0082 ’

By posk: Private.Bag X447, Pretoria 0001 :

By hand: 99 Fnor, Fedsure Forum Bullding, North Tower, enr. Van der; Walt and Pretorius
Stregts, Pretotla, i

Appeals must comply with the provisions of Regulation 11 of Government Notice, No, R. 1183 which
reads as follows! N

An eppeal to the Minlster or provincial authority under section 35(3) of the Act must be done tn writing
within 30 days from the date on which the ROD was Issued to the applicant in terms 4f regutation 10(1);
An appeal must sst out all the facts as well as the grounds of appeal, and must bg accompanied by all
relavant documents or coples of them that are cerified as trus by & commissloner of paths,

An appeal questionnalre may be used In the lodging of an appeal. Its obtainable frgm the Department's
offices at tel. (012) 310 3590 or e-mall: cveeden@deat.gov.za. '

Should the applicant wish to appeal any aspect of this decision, the applicant must notify and furnish
coples of the appeal that will bo submitted 1o the Minister, to 2ll registered intarested and affected pares.
Proof of stich nottfication must be submitted fo the Minister with the appeal. Fallurd to comply with tis
provision riay result i the Minister refusing to consider the appeal. i

inceraly

. T e

Pam Yako
Difector ~ General
Bapartment of Envirenmental Affairs and Teurism
Signed by Ms. L. McCourt
Designation: Chief Director: Environmental Impact Managament
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